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CHAPTER XXXV

Gives an Account of Xatigam, and the Kingdom of Arackan, some histoncal Observations on
Sultan Sujah's Misfortunes there, and the Miseries that Counttyfell undet by Civil Wan.

A TIG AM is a Town that borders on Bengal and Atackan, and its
Poverty makes it a Mattel of Indifference whom it belongs to.
It was here that the Portuguese first settled in Bengal, but the
Dangers their Ships run in coming thither in the South-west Monsoons,
made them remove to the Bandel at Hughly. The Mogul keeps a Cadjee or
Judge in it, to administer Justice among the Pagan and Mahometan
Inhabitants, but the Offspiing of those Portuguese that followed the
Fortune of Sultan Sujah, when he was forced to quit Bengal, are the
domineering Lords of it.

It is not so fertil in Corn as Bengal, and has but few Cotton Manufactories,
but it affords the best Timber for building, of any Place about it. The
River has a deep enough Entrance, but is pestered with Sand Banks,
and some Rocks within. I have known some English Ships forced from
Point Palmeira by Stress of Weather thither, and had safe riding till the
North-east Monsoons came to relieve them. The Government is so
anarchical, that every one goes armed with Sword, Pistol, and Blunder-
bush, nay, even the Priests are obliged to go armed, and often use their
Arms to as bad Ends as the licentious Laity, and some of the Priests have
died Martyrs to villainous Actions.

Aiackan is the next maritim Country to the Southward of Bengal, and in
former Times made some Figure in Trade. It was into this Country that
the unfortunate Sultan Sujah came a Supplicant for Protection, when
Emirjemal chased him out of Bengal. He carried his Wives and Children
with him, and about Two hundred of his Retinue, who were resolved to
follow his Fortune, and he carried six or eight Camels Load of Gold and
Jewels which proved his Ruin, and in the End, the Ruin of the Kingdom
of Arackan.

When Sultan Sujah first visited the King of Arackan, he made him Presents
suitable to the Quality of the Donor and Receiver, the Atackaner promising
him all the Civilities due to so great a Prince, with a safe Asylum for
himself and Family. When Emirjemal knew where Sultan Sujah had taken
Sanctuary, he sent a Letter to the King of Arackan, wherein he demanded
the poor distrest Prince to be delivered up to him, otherwise he threatned
to bring his Army into his Country to take him by Force. The threatning